
 

Graham Mesa Elementary 
Dates to Remember 

9/12-9/30 Rocky Mountain Gourmet 

9/24 School Board Meeting WES 5:30 

9/26 Community BBQ @ Centennial 
Park 5:00-7:00 

10/1 PTA Meeting 6:oo in Library 

10/3 1st Grade field trip 10-2 

10/7-10/10 Spirit Week  

(Events to be announced) 

10/10 RISE Assembly 2:30 

10/15-10/16 P/T Conferences 4-8 

10/24 5th Grade Music Program 6:30 

10/26 MOMster Mash 6:00-8:00 

10/31 Halloween Parade/Parties 2:30 

 

 

 

 

 

GME will build strong  
relationships that promote 

high achievement 
 

By 
motivating students, staff,  

and parents 
 

To engage with,  
connect with 
and explore 

 
Learning Everywhere! 

September 2019 Newsletter 

School hours are Monday-Thursday 7:55-
3:40. 
Please remember to call Linda at 665-7500 
if your child is going to be absent.   

What’s in the news? 
 

-Mr. Sprenger’s Message 
-Literacy News from Mrs. Johnson 

-Academic News from Mr. Fids 
-GME Staff Spotlight 

-Student Drop-off and Pick-up guide  
-Looking ahead 

-2019/20 School Calendar  
 
 
 

 
Parents, This is a friendly reminder that we don’t 
open the doors until 7:30 as we do not have 
supervision for students until that time. If you do 
drop your child off before then they will need to sit 
on the benches until the doors are open.  
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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE   
 
 
Parents and GME Community, 
 
Welcome back!!  Thank you so much for registering your children at Graham Mesa Elementary.  
If you are a returning student and have yet to formally register your child, please call Linda at 
970-665-7500 to sign up for a time to come in and get some assistance registering your child.  
This is a top priority in order to assure with have the most up to date information about your 
student.  It has been such a fantastic start to the school year and GME has such great 
momentum as we roll into September. 
 
We have had some great highlights from the beginning of the year to share.  The kindergarten 
“soft start” was a tremendous success.  According to a survey that was given at the conclusion of 
the soft start, there wasn’t a single staff member who didn’t think it was a positive experience 
that prepared students for the beginning of their school journey.  We also had a majority of 
parents who were impressed by the soft start and stated that it made the transition easier for 
both parents and children.  We also had our Watch D.O.G.S. (Dads Of Great Students) kickoff.  
Last year 
 
We want to take a moment to celebrate and welcome our new staff to the GME family.  We are 
excited to welcome a new crew of PARA professionals to help support our students.  We’d also 
like to introduce Callie Kennedy (2nd Grade), Emma Root (Kinder), Cierra Schubin (4th Grade), 
Jennifer Hartung (1st Grade),  and Robin Bashon (SPED) to the team.  We also have some 
familiar faces in new places with Jennifer Fideldy (4th Grade), Melissa Reed (5th Grade), and 
Will Allen (1st Grade).   
 
We have a couple of fun activities coming up to help kick off the start of the 2019-2020 school 
year.  Mark your calendars with the following: 
 
Tuesday, September 3rd 6:00 PM = PTA Meeting 
Thursday, September 12th 1:15 PM = GME Escape Room  
Thursday, September 19th 6:00 PM = PTA Movie Night 
Thursday, September 26th 5:00 PM = Community BBQ @ Centennial Park 
 
Welcome back and come see me if there is anything I could ever do for you. 
 
 
Brian Sprenger 
Principal Graham Mesa Elementary  
bsprenger@garfieldre2.net 
970-309-6923 
 

Principal News 
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Literacy Corner with Mrs. Johnson 

Greetings from the Literacy Department at GME! 
 

 WOW!  What a great start to the school year we have had!  It’s been great to reconnect with the 
students and families!  We have been working hard at assessing each student’s reading progress for the 
beginning of the year and formed reading and intervention groups based on that data.  This way we can 
make sure each child gets the attention they deserve.   
 

This is the second year of our adoption of our new English Language Arts (ELA) curriculums.  If 
your child is in kindergarten, first, or second grade you may hear them talk about the Superkids.  That is 
the name of our curriculum for those grade levels.  All of the stories are based around the same group of 
“Superkids” who grow up together.  There are also informational magazines and interactive stories that 
the students get to read.  For third through fifth graders, the ELA curriculum is called ReadyGen.  The 
students read a variety of rich literature, both narrative and informational,  and really work on using text 
to answer questions. Both curriculums also include a writing portion.  

 

Below are the foundational reading skills that all children need to be successful readers.  Our 
reading curriculums address all of these components of reading.  

 

� Recognizing and using individual sounds to create words, or phonemic awareness. Children need to 
be taught to hear sounds in words and that words are made up of the smallest parts of sound, or 
phonemes.  

� Understanding the relationships between written letters and spoken sounds, or phonics. Children 
need to be taught the sounds individual printed letters and groups of letters make. Knowing the 
relationships between letters and sounds helps children to recognize familiar words accurately and 
automatically, and “decode” new words.  

� Developing the ability to read a text accurately and quickly, or reading fluency. Children must 
learn to read words rapidly and accurately in order to understand what is read. When fluent 
readers read silently, they recognize words automatically. When fluent readers read aloud, they 
read effortlessly and with expression. Readers who are weak in fluency read slowly, word by word, 
focusing on decoding words instead of comprehending meaning.  

� Learning the meaning and pronunciation of words, or vocabulary development. Children need to 
actively build and expand their knowledge of written and spoken words, what they mean and how 
they are used.  

� Acquiring strategies to understand, remember and communicate what is read, or reading 
comprehension strategies. Children need to be taught comprehension strategies, or the steps good 
readers use to make sure they understand text. Students who are in control of their own reading 
comprehension become purposeful, active readers. 

 

Feel free to contact me with any questions or concerns. We look forward to a fun and engaging year with 
your child/children!           
 

Keri Johnson        (970) 665-7539 
Literacy Coach      kjohnson@garfieldre2.net  
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Dear Parent(s), 
 
 We are looking forward to another exciting year in math! For this year, we will be doing 30 
minutes of math interventions right away in the morning, along with a 50-minute math block during 
the day. For homework, you will see nightly fluency homework that helps build your child’s speed and 
automaticity with solving basic facts. You may also see homework from our Investigations curriculum 
that is aligned with the lesson that they were taught that day or earlier in the week. However, we do 
not want homework to be a battle. To that end, we expect our students to do 15 minutes of 
homework in a night max! Any longer than that, please have your child stop and you may sign where 
they left off and we will accept that as credit for completion. Additionally, as a part of this newsletter, 
each month I will try to give some parent tips on understanding the new math, also referred to as 
common core. It's not as scary or as different as you may have originally thought. Below is an article 
from corestandards.org that helps explain the shifts that were made from the old standards to the 
current new standards and way of doing math. I hope this is helpful for you. If at any time you are 
confused or your child is struggling, please feel free to reach out to me to help make a plan for 
success. I'm looking forward to a fun fall with your children! 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Mr. Fids 
rfideldy@garfielre2.net 
970-665-7516 
 

The Common Core State Standards for Mathematics build on the best of existing standards and 
reflect the skills and knowledge students will need to succeed in college, career, and life. 
Understanding how the standards differ from previous standards—and the necessary shifts they call 
for—is essential to implementing them. 

The following are the key shifts called for by the Common Core: 

1. Greater focus on fewer topics 
The Common Core calls for greater focus in mathematics. Rather than racing to cover 
many topics in a mile-wide, inch-deep curriculum, the standards ask math teachers to 
significantly narrow and deepen the way time and energy are spent in the classroom. This 
means focusing deeply on the major work of each grade as follows: 

o In	grades	K–2:	Concepts,	skills,	and	problem	solving	related	to	addition	and	subtraction	
o In	grades	3–5:	Concepts,	skills,	and	problem	solving	related	to	multiplication	and	division	of	

whole	numbers	and	fractions	
 
This focus will help students gain strong foundations, including a solid understanding of concepts, a 
high degree of procedural skill and fluency, and the ability to apply the math they know to solve 
problems inside and outside the classroom. 
 
 
 

Academic News from Mr. Fids 
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Coherence: Linking topics and thinking across grades 

Mathematics is not a list of disconnected topics, tricks, or mnemonics; it is a coherent body 
of knowledge made up of interconnected concepts. Therefore, the standards are designed 
around coherent progressions from grade to grade. Learning is carefully connected across 
grades so that students can build new understanding onto foundations built in previous 
years. For example, in 4thgrade, students must “apply and extend previous understandings 
of multiplication to multiply a fraction by a whole number” (Standard 4.NF.4). This extends 
to 5th grade, when students are expected to build on that skill to “apply and extend previous 
understandings of multiplication to multiply a fraction or whole number by a fraction” 
(Standard 5.NF.4). Each standard is not a new event, but an extension of previous learning. 

Coherence is also built into the standards in how they reinforce a major topic in a grade by 
utilizing supporting, complementary topics. For example, instead of presenting the topic of 
data displays as an end in itself, the topic is used to support grade-level word problems in 
which students apply mathematical skills to solve problems. 

Rigor: Pursue conceptual understanding, procedural skills and fluency, and application with 
equal intensity 

Rigor refers to deep, authentic command of mathematical concepts, not making math 
harder or introducing topics at earlier grades. To help students meet the standards, 
educators will need to pursue, with equal intensity, three aspects of rigor in the major work 
of each grade: conceptual understanding, procedural skills and fluency, and application. 

Conceptual understanding: The standards call for conceptual understanding of key 
concepts, such as place value and ratios. Students must be able to access concepts from a 
number of perspectives in order to see math as more than a set of mnemonics or discrete 
procedures. 

Procedural skills and fluency: The standards call for speed and accuracy in calculation. 
Students must practice core functions, such as single-digit multiplication, in order to have 
access to more complex concepts and procedures. Fluency must be addressed in the 
classroom or through supporting materials, as some students might require more practice 
than others. 

Application: The standards call for students to use math in situations that require 
mathematical knowledge. Correctly applying mathematical knowledge depends on students 
having a solid conceptual understanding and procedural fluency. 

 
 

cont. Academic News from Mr. Fids 
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Staff Spotlight 

Hello GME Families!!!  
 

My name is Callie Kennedy and I am so excited to be teaching 2nd grade this year at 
GME. This is my 7th year of teaching. I taught for 4 years on the Western Slope and spent 
the last 2 years in Texas. We moved back to Colorado to be near family and the beautiful 
mountains.  

 
I was in the first graduating class at Coal Ridge High School. After high school, I 

attended the University of Wyoming where I received a bachelor's degree in elementary 
education. While living in Wyoming, I also met my husband, Korey. We have a 9 month old baby 
girl named Gentry.  

 
When our baby girl isn’t keeping us too busy, we enjoy spending time outdoors. We love 

attending church, hiking, camping, fishing, and attending sporting events. I come from a very 
large family, so we also love spending time with them.  

 
It feels so good to be back on the Western Slope! The staff, families, and students 

have been so welcoming and I am very honored to be a part of GME!  
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Parking Lot Safety 

GME DRIVE THRU- WE NEED YOU!! 
 
SAFETY is of utmost importance in dropping off and picking up your child at GME. Below 
are some guidelines that may help make this process the best it can be.  
 
IN THE MORNING :  
  
2 drop off areas  

a. There is a Kindergarten drop off near the Pre-school and Kindergarten 
playground. Children should exit the vehicle on the sidewalk side. This is a DROP 
OFF ONLY AREA. If you wish to walk your child to the playground or gate you 
MUST PARK in a legal parking space.   

• Once your child is out of the car, please move to the right lane of 
traffic and move forward slowly  

 
b.  The main unloading area is at the main entrance of the school. Please pull all the 
way forward before stopping to have your child exit the vehicle. Children should exit 
the vehicle on the sidewalk side.  

• Please be ready to pull all the way forward when signaled by the 
teacher on duty.  
 

 
IN THE AFTERNOON  
  
There is only 1 pick up area at the main entrance 

a. You must have your Drive Thru number displayed if you are not going inside to 
pick up your student  

b. Watch for signals to pull forward  
c. Your child will be released to you when their number appears inside  
d.   Have students get in on the sidewalk side of your vehicle  
e.   Your student’s safety if our number one concern so please refrain from being on 
your cell phone during this time 

  
Entering the building to pick up your student:  

a. Always park in a legal parking space 
b. Always use the crosswalk; A staff member will assist you safely across  
c. Your child will be waiting for you in the commons area 
 
 

Thank you for all of your support to help GME continue to RISE.  
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Looking ahead… 

MOMSTER MASH 
 

 
Come and get silly with us for a fun 

costume dance Party! 
 

WHO: Kids and their motherly figures (moms, 
stepmoms, grandmas, aunts, etc.) 

 
WHERE: Graham Mesa Elementary School 
1575 Farmstead Pkwy. Rifle, CO 81650 

 
WHEN: October 26, 2019 from 6PM-8PM 

 
There will be costume contests, prizes, treats, 

dancing, and more! 
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